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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-14 and 21-29 are currently presented and have been 
examined. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 30 October 2007 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

The Applicant argues that "Exchange" does not teach or 
suggest categorizing data stored in the shared workspace at the 
time the data is input into said shared workspace using a set of 
defined categories associated with said shared workspace and 
continues to argue that "Exchange" does not teach or suggest a 
graphical user interface that enables each participant to input 
data into appropriate categories of the shared workspace and 
edit categorized data exposed through the graphical user 
interface . 

The Examiner again respectfully disagrees. 

First, it is noted that the Applicant did not address the 
Examiner's position as presented in the previous Office Action. 
The Examiner reiterates this position. In accordance with the 
broadest reasonable interpretation of the claims as required by 
MPEP 2111, the steps of categorizing data at the time the data 
is input into the shared workspace using a set of defined 
categories associated with the shared workspace and exposing 
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such categorized data to each participant enabling them to input 
data into appropriate categories of the shared workspace and 
edit categorized data exposed through a GUI are all able to be 
accomplished by the user via the users' definitions and 
categories that are chosen at the time of input by the users at 
least solely based on the decisions of the users that may be 
predefined by the user either before or during interaction with 
the shared workspace. The claims fail to require that any of 
these categorizations are predetermined in any way and/or are 
accomplished by means other than the users themselves . Note that 
"Exchange" discloses the use of a " whiteboard " , equated to the 
claimed "shared workspace". It is well known to those skilled in 
the art that the main purpose of a whiteboard is allow anyone 
who is able to interact with the whiteboard to draw and/or edit 
any information or data on the whiteboard in their desired 
manner and based upon any sort of categories as desired by these 
users . "Exchange" enables an electronically interactive shared 
workspace or "whiteboard" that essentially enables the users to 
use a shared workspace to accomplish the same purpose ( see 
"Exchange", specifically "Whiteboard You can load or sketch 
diagrams and organizational charts, or display other graphical 
information in the multipage, multiuser drawing application") . 
Therefore, based upon these known uses for whiteboards and the 
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disclosures of "Exchange", "Exchange" teaches and reasonably 
suggests the claimed limitations and the claims are not in 
condition for allowance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-14 and 21-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning". 

Regarding claim 1, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses a method for creating and 
managing a shared workspace in a network environment comprising 
the steps of: 

creating a shared workspace accessible to participants of a 
scheduled meeting; categorizing data stored in said shared 
workspace; and exposing said categorized data stored in said 
shared workspace to each participant of said scheduled meeting 
accessing said shared workspace through a graphical user 
interface, said graphical user interface enabling each 
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participant to input data into appropriate categories of said 
shared workspace and edit categorized data exposed through said 
graphical user interface. (Chapter 2 "Exchange Conferencing 
Server Concepts", specifically subsection "Key Components", 
specifically the text "Microsoft® Exchange 2000 Conferencing 
Server enables remote, real-time collaboration between team 
members..."; Chapter 2 "Exchange Conferencing Server Concepts", 
specifically subsection "Conference Management Service, 
specifically the text "When you schedule a conference, 
Conference Management Server creates a URL for the conference. 
Conference attendees then use this URL to access the conference 
through conference access pages. Conference Management Service 
stores all scheduled conferences in a specific mailbox ... This 
information is used to create a persistent representation of the 
conference format, structure, and any additional information 
associated with the conference."; Chapter 2 "Exchange 
Conferencing Server Concepts", specifically subsection "How Data 
Conferencing Provider Works", specifically the text "A data 
conference has the following f eatures ... Shared Clipboard You can 
share data with other participants by using cut, copy, and paste 
operations .. .Whiteboard You can load or sketch diagrams and 
organizational charts, or display other graphical information in 
the multipage, multiuser drawing application ... NetMeeting 3.01 
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or later is the recommended client software for Data 
Conferencing Provider. It provides the features mentioned 
previously. . . ") 

Regarding claim 2, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses the method of claim 1 wherein 
data stored in said shared workspace is categorized into two or 
more of agenda, goals, decisions, tasks, file attachments, 
whiteboard notes and drawing categories. (Chapter 2 "Exchange 
Conferencing Server Concepts", specifically subsection "How Data 
Conferencing Provider Works", specifically the text "A data 
conference has the following f eatures ... Shared Clipboard You can 
share data with other participants by using cut, copy, and paste 
operations .. .Whiteboard You can load or sketch diagrams and 
organizational charts, or display other graphical information in 
the multipage, multiuser drawing application...") 

Regarding claim 3, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses the method of claim 1 wherein 
said categorized data stored in said shared workspace can be 
exposed to multiple participants simultaneously. (Chapter 2 
"Exchange Conferencing Server Concepts", specifically subsection 
"Key Components", specifically the text "Microsoft® Exchange 
2000 Conferencing Server enables remote, real-time collaboration 
between team members..."; Chapter 2 "Exchange Conferencing 
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Server Concepts", specifically subsection "How Data Conferencing 
Provider Works", specifically the text "A data conference has 
the following f eatures ... Shared Clipboard You can share data 
with other participants by using cut, copy, and paste 
operations .. .Whiteboard You can load or sketch diagrams and 
organizational charts, or display other graphical information in 
the multipage, multiuser drawing application...") 

Regarding claim 4, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses the method of claim 3 wherein 
said categorized data stored in said shared workspace can be 
edited by multiple participants simultaneously. (Chapter 2 
"Exchange Conferencing Server Concepts", specifically subsection 
"Key Components", specifically the text "Microsoft® Exchange 
2000 Conferencing Server enables remote, real-time collaboration 
between team members..."; Chapter 2 "Exchange Conferencing 
Server Concepts", specifically subsection "How Data Conferencing 
Provider Works", specifically the text "A data conference has 
the following f eatures ... Shared Clipboard You can share data 
with other participants by using cut, copy, and paste 
operations .. .Whiteboard You can load or sketch diagrams and 
organizational charts, or display other graphical information in 
the multipage, multiuser drawing application...") 
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Regarding claim 5, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses the method of claim 4 wherein 
changes to categorized data stored in said shared workspace made 
by participants are applied to said categorized data using an 
optimistic editing model. (Chapter 2 "Exchange Conferencing 
Server Concepts", specifically subsection "How Data Conferencing 
Provider Works", specifically the text "A data conference has 
the following f eatures ... Shared Clipboard You can share data 
with other participants by using cut, copy, and paste 
operations .. .Whiteboard You can load or sketch diagrams and 
organizational charts, or display other graphical information in 
the multipage, multiuser drawing application...") 

Regarding claim 6, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses the method of claim 1 wherein 
said shared workspace is created automatically when a new 
meeting is scheduled. (Chapter 2 "Exchange Conferencing Server 
Concepts", specifically subsection "Conference Management 
Service, specifically the text "When you schedule a conference, 
Conference Management Server creates a URL for the conference. 
Conference attendees then use this URL to access the conference 
through conference access pages. Conference Management Service 
stores all scheduled conferences in a specific mailbox ... This 
information is used to create a persistent representation of the 
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conference format, structure, and any additional information 
associated with the conference.") 

Regarding claim 7, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses the method of claim 6 further 
comprising the step of sending a link to the created shared 
workspace to each participant of the scheduled meeting. (Chapter 
2 "Exchange Conferencing Server Concepts", specifically 
subsection "Conference Management Service", specifically the 
text "When you schedule a conference, Conference Management 
Server creates a URL for the conference. Conference attendees 
then use this URL to access the conference through conference 
access pages."; Chapter 2 "Exchange Conferencing Server 
Concepts", specifically subsection "Auxiliary Components", 
specifically the text "A link (URL) to the online conference is 
included in the invitations the conference participants 
receive . . . ") 

Regarding claim 8, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses the method of claim 7 wherein 
the link is attached to a scheduled meeting request delivered to 
each participant of the meeting. (Chapter 2 "Exchange 
Conferencing Server Concepts", specifically subsection 
"Auxiliary Components", specifically the text "A link (URL) to 
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the online conference is included in the invitations the 
conference participants receive...") 

Regarding claim 9, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses the method of claim 1 wherein 
said shared workspace is created for a new meeting in response 
to user input. (Chapter 2 "Exchange Conferencing Server 
Concepts", specifically subsection "Conference Management 
Service", specifically the text "When you schedule a conference, 
Conference Management Server creates a URL for the conference. 
Conference attendees then use this URL to access the conference 
through conference access pages. Conference Management Service 
stores all scheduled conferences in a specific mailbox ... This 
information is used to create a persistent representation of the 
conference format, structure, and any additional information 
associated with the conference.") 

Regarding claim 10, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses the method of claim 9 further 
comprising the step of sending a link to the created shared 
workspace to each participant of the meeting. (Chapter 2 
"Exchange Conferencing Server Concepts", specifically subsection 
"Conference Management Service, specifically the text "When you 
schedule a conference, Conference Management Server creates a 
URL for the conference. Conference attendees then use this URL 
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to access the conference through conference access pages."; 
Chapter 2 "Exchange Conferencing Server Concepts", specifically 
subsection "Auxiliary Components", specifically the text "A link 
(URL) to the online conference is included in the invitations 
the conference participants receive...") 

Regarding claim 11, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses the method of claim 10 wherein 
the link is attached to a scheduled meeting request delivered to 
each participant of the meeting. (Chapter 2 "Exchange 
Conferencing Server Concepts", specifically subsection 
"Auxiliary Components", specifically the text "A link (URL) to 
the online conference is included in the invitations the 
conference participants receive...") 

Regarding claim 12, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses the method of claim 1 further 
comprising the step of restricting access to the categorized 
data stored in said shared workspace to participants of the 
scheduled meeting based on network login information. (Chapter 1 
"Welcome to Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server", subsection 
"Using Exchange Conferencing Server in Your Organization", 
specifically "Conference Management Service receives the user' s 
request and attempts to find the associated conference in the 
conference calendar mailbox. After Conference Management Service 
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locates the conference definition in the conference calendar 
mailbox, it determines whether a password or user authentication 
is required.") 

Regarding claim 13, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses the method of claim 12 wherein 
said network login information includes user login 
identifications. (Chapter 1 "Welcome to Exchange 2000 
Conferencing Server", subsection "Using Exchange Conferencing 
Server in Your Organization", specifically "Conference 
Management Service receives the user's request and attempts to 
find the associated conference in the conference calendar 
mailbox. After Conference Management Service locates the 
conference definition in the conference calendar mailbox, it 
determines whether a password or user authentication is 
required. ") 

Regarding claim 14, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses the method of claim 13 
wherein during creation of said shared workspace, the user 
login identifications of participants of said scheduled 
meeting are stored with said shared workspace, during access 
to said shared workspace by a user, the login identification 
of said user being compared with the login identifications 
stored with said shared workspace. (Chapter 1 "Welcome to 
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Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server", subsection "Using Exchange 
Conferencing Server in Your Organization", specifically 
"Conference Management Service receives the user's request and 
attempts to find the associated conference in the conference 
calendar mailbox. After Conference Management Service locates 
the conference definition in the conference calendar mailbox, 
it determines whether a password or user authentication is 
required."; Chapter 2 "Exchange Conferencing Server Concepts", 
specifically subsection "Security", specifically the text "You 
can create a public conference that participants can access 
with the correct password. The conference technology provider 
uses the password to further limit access... You can create a 
private conference so that only attendees that you invite can 
participate. Conference Management Service, the conference 
technology provider, or both, check the credentials of each 
participant to see if he or she is authorized to participate 
in the conference. If Conference Management Service performs 
the check, it uses IIS to check the user's credentials. Only 
attendees who have credentials known to IIS can access the 
conference pages.") 

Regarding claim 21, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses a system for creating and 
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managing a secure shared workspace for a scheduled meeting (see 
Chapter 2 "Exchange Conferencing Server Concepts", Figure 2.1) 
comprising : 

a workspace server ("Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server"; 
see also Chapter 1 "Welcome to Exchange 2000 Conferencing 
Server", specifically subsection "Conference Management Service" 
and Chapter 3, Planning Your Exchange Conferencing Server 
Installation", specifically subsection "Server Requirements") 
executing a server shared workspace application for creating and 
managing a shared workspace associated with a scheduled meeting, 
data stored in said shared workspace being categorized and being 
accessible only to participants of said scheduled meeting; an 
email server executing a server email and scheduling application 
("Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server" running "Outlook calendar"; 
see Chapter 3, Planning Your Exchange Conferencing Server 
Installation", specifically subsection "Server Requirements"; 
and a plurality of workstations, each of said workstations 
executing a client email and scheduling application ("Outlook 
2000") and a client shared workspace application ("NetMeeting") , 
said client shared workspace application including a graphical 
user interface to enable each participant of said scheduled 
meeting to access and edit categorized data stored in said 
shared workspace. (Chapter 2 "Exchange Conferencing Server 
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Concepts", specifically subsection "Key Components", 
specifically the text "Microsoft® Exchange 2000 Conferencing 
Server enables remote, real-time collaboration between team 
members..."; Chapter 2 "Exchange Conferencing Server Concepts", 
specifically subsection "Conference Management Service, 
specifically the text "When you schedule a conference, 
Conference Management Server creates a URL for the conference. 
Conference attendees then use this URL to access the conference 
through conference access pages. Conference Management Service 
stores all scheduled conferences in a specific mailbox ... This 
information is used to create a persistent representation of the 
conference format, structure, and any additional information 
associated with the conference."; Chapter 2 "Exchange 
Conferencing Server Concepts", specifically subsection "How Data 
Conferencing Provider Works", specifically the text "A data 
conference has the following f eatures ... Shared Clipboard You can 
share data with other participants by using cut, copy, and paste 
operations .. .Whiteboard You can load or sketch diagrams and 
organizational charts, or display other graphical information in 
the multipage, multiuser drawing application ... NetMeeting 3.01 
or later is the recommended client software for Data 
Conferencing Provider. It provides the features mentioned 
previously. . . ") 
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Regarding claim 22, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses a system according to claim 21 
wherein data stored in said shared workspace is categorized into 
two or more of agenda, goals, decisions, tasks, file 
attachments, whiteboard notes and drawing categories. (Chapter 2 
"Exchange Conferencing Server Concepts", specifically subsection 
"How Data Conferencing Provider Works", specifically the text "A 
data conference has the following f eatures ... Shared Clipboard 
You can share data with other participants by using cut, copy, 
and paste operations .. .Whiteboard You can load or sketch 
diagrams and organizational charts, or display other graphical 
information in the multipage, multiuser drawing application...") 

Regarding claim 23, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses a system according to claim 22 
wherein the client shared workspace application communicates 
with the client email and scheduling application executed by 
each workstation, said client shared workspace application 
intercepting meeting requests generated by said client email and 
scheduling application to determine whether a shared workspace 
is to be created for a new meeting being scheduled or whether a 
shared workspace existing for a scheduled meeting is to be 
updated. (Chapter 1, "Welcome to Exchange 2000 Conferencing 
Server", subsection "Using Exchange Conferencing Server in Your 
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Organization", specifically the text "You can directly reserve a 
conference resource using Outlook 2000. Outlook 2000 checks the 
free/busy information for the resource and adds the resource to 
the invitation if the resource is available. This gives you a 
confirmed reservation. When you send an invitation, the 
conference resource is reserved and the URL for the conference 
is included in the invitations.") 

Regarding claim 24, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses a system according to claim 23 
wherein said client shared workspace application instructs the 
server shared workspace application to create a shared workspace 
for a new meeting being scheduled automatically. (Chapter 1, 
"Welcome to Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server", subsection 
"Using Exchange Conferencing Server in Your Organization", 
specifically the text "You can directly reserve a conference 
resource using Outlook 2000. Outlook 2000 checks the free/busy 
information for the resource and adds the resource to the 
invitation if the resource is available. This gives you a 
confirmed reservation. When you send an invitation, the 
conference resource is reserved and the URL for the conference 
is included in the invitations.") 

Regarding claim 25, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses a system according to claim 23 
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wherein said client shared workspace application asks the user 
scheduling the new meeting whether a shared workspace for the 
new meeting is to be created and instructs the server shared 
workspace application to create a shared workspace for the new 
meeting when specified by said user. (Chapter 1, "Welcome to 
Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server", subsection "Using Exchange 
Conferencing Server in Your Organization", specifically the text 
"You can directly reserve a conference resource using Outlook 
2000. Outlook 2000 checks the free/busy information for the 
resource and adds the resource to the invitation if the resource 
is available. This gives you a confirmed reservation. When you 
send an invitation, the conference resource is reserved and the 
URL for the conference is included in the invitations.") 

Regarding claim 26, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses a system according to claim 23 
wherein the client shared workspace application attaches a link 
to the shared workspace to the meeting request generated by the 
client email and scheduling application before the meeting 
request is sent to the server email and scheduling application. 
(Chapter 1, "Welcome to Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server", 
subsection "Using Exchange Conferencing Server in Your 
Organization", specifically the text "When you send an 
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invitation, the conference resource is reserved and the URL for 
the conference is included in the invitations.") 

Regarding claim 27, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses a system according to claim 23 
wherein said client and server shared workspace applications 
permit multiple participants to access and edit data stored in 
said shared workspace. (Chapter 2 "Exchange Conferencing Server 
Concepts", specifically subsection "Key Components", 
specifically the text "Microsoft® Exchange 2000 Conferencing 
Server enables remote, real-time collaboration between team 
members..."; Chapter 2 "Exchange Conferencing Server Concepts", 
specifically subsection "How Data Conferencing Provider Works", 
specifically the text "A data conference has the following 
f eatures ... Shared Clipboard You can share data with other 
participants by using cut, copy, and paste 

operations .. .Whiteboard You can load or sketch diagrams and 
organizational charts, or display other graphical information in 
the multipage, multiuser drawing application...") 

Regarding claim 28, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses a system according to claim 27 
wherein changes to data stored in said shared workspace are 
applied using an optimistic editing model. (Chapter 2 "Exchange 
Conferencing Server Concepts", specifically subsection "How Data 
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Conferencing Provider Works", specifically the text "A data 
conference has the following f eatures ... Shared Clipboard You can 

share data with other participants by using cut, copy, and paste 
operations .. .Whiteboard You can load or sketch diagrams and 
organizational charts, or display other graphical information in 
the multipage, multiuser drawing application...") 

Regarding claim 29, "Exchange 2000 Conferencing Server 
Concepts and Planning" discloses a system according to claim 21 
wherein said server shared workspace application restricts 
access to said shared workspace based on user network login 
information. (Chapter 1 "Welcome to Exchange 2000 Conferencing 
Server", subsection "Using Exchange Conferencing Server in Your 
Organization", specifically "Conference Management Service 
receives the user's request and attempts to find the associated 
conference in the conference calendar mailbox. After Conference 
Management Service locates the conference definition in the 
conference calendar mailbox, it determines whether a password or 
user authentication is required.") 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to George C. 
Neurauter, Jr. whose telephone number is 571-272-3918. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-5 :30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Nathan Flynn, can be 
reached on 571-272-1915. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/George C. Neurauter, Jr./ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2143 



